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North American Megadam Resistance Alliance
Protecting rivers and their communities by resisting megadams and their associated
hydroelectric transmission corridors.
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Raising Awareness of the Importance
of the World's Rivers
March 14 marked the 25th International Day of Action for Rivers.
Every year diverse communities from across the globe come together in solidarity to
recognize The International Day of Action for Rivers—a day dedicated to saving,
celebrating, and creating awareness about the importance of our rivers. This year’s
annual day of action was held on March 14, with the theme of highlighting the
importance of rivers to biodiversity.
Scores of activities in countries around the world included cleanups, webinars,
river walks, and paddleboard celebrations.
The world's rivers are essential to restoring and maintaining biodiversity.
Freshwater river ecosystems are home to the highest amount of biodiversity on
Earth. Sadly, they’re also being degraded at the fastest rate ever due to the effects
of hydropower generation, industrial pollution, and climate change.
Additional details on this worldwide event can be found here.
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As part of the International Day of Action for Rivers, Grand Riverkeeper Labrador hosted a
snowmobile ride across the frozen Mista Shipu (Grand) River to raise awareness about the
battle to stop massive dams from destroying what’s left of a once free-flowing river.

Coalition Calls for Megadam Emissions to be Counted
The federal government isn't including hydropower operations in its
greenhouse gas counts.
On March 22, NAMRA joined a diverse coalition of 136 groups, including Patagonia and
Sierra Club, in petitioning the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), to include
emissions from dams and reservoirs in its greenhouse gas counts. The event marked
World Water Day, an annual United Nations observance that highlights the importance of
fresh water.
Although it’s well documented that dams and reservoirs are significant emitters of
methane and other greenhouse gases, the federal government is not tracking these
emissions.
Currently, over 8,000 facilities across the U.S. are required to report their emissions
annually, but hydropower is not included in this list. Studies show that megadams and
their reservoirs emit large amounts of greenhouse gases—Hoover Dam and the Lake
Mead reservoir alone emit approximately 12.3 million metric tons of carbon dioxide
https://mailchi.mp/c8aa4ec0d824/spring-2022-newsletter
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water, and climate change resiliency, we all deserve to know that the climate impacts from
dams and reservoirs are accounted for, and that our tax dollars are spent wisely.
“This petition matters in the fight against climate change because you can’t solve the
biggest problem facing humanity without good information,” said Ryan Gellert, CEO of
Patagonia. “The EPA counts greenhouse gas emissions from more than 8,000 sites. It
doesn’t make sense to exclude dams and reservoirs that are emitting methane, a
greenhouse gas twenty-five times as potent as carbon dioxide.”
We're in a race against climate change, and including the climate-destroying methane,
carbon dioxide, and nitrous oxide emissions released by dams and reservoirs is vitally
important to arriving at solutions to the climate crisis.

The Pak Mun Dam in the Mekong River Basin in Thailand.

"Run of the River" Dams: Just More
Greenwashing?
https://mailchi.mp/c8aa4ec0d824/spring-2022-newsletter
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One important example of hydropower industry greenwashing is the characterizing of
some dams as "run-of-the-river." This phrase is intended to give people the impression that
rivers are not altered for certain types of dams. However, the reality is something
drastically different.
"The technical definition of a run-of-the-river dam is that it does not maintain any, or
much, active storage of water like other projects with large reservoirs,” explains Dr. Ian
Baird, professor of geography at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. “However, these
dams can still seriously alter water flows, affect water quality, and dramatically change
ecologies. They can greatly, and negatively, impact the livelihoods of people dependent on
them."
In addition, access roads and electricity lines fragment and destroy habitat while also
increasing sedimentation in the river.
One of the most destructive dams ever built in the Mekong River Basin is
Thailand's Pak Mun Dam. Constructed on the lower Mun River in northeastern Thailand,
this dam is characterized by the industry as a run-of-the-river dam, as it is only 17 meters
high and has a capacity of 136 MW. But the facts show that the Pak Mun Dam has caused
quite serious social and ecological impacts by blocking important fish migrations during
different seasons.
Dam Watch International and Professor Baird are looking for researchers with particular
knowledge and experience about so-called run-of-the-river dams to collaborate on
developing an in-depth article about how run-of-the-river hydropower dams have been
promoted, and how they have caused serious social and environmental impacts in various
river basins around the world.
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The proposed Champlain Hudson Power Express would be harmful to Hudson River
ecosystems, hydro-impacted communities, and the climate.

30th Anniversary of New York's Governor
Cancelling Hydro-Quebec Contracts
It was a major victory for Indigenous communities, but now the Champlain
Hudson Power Express poses a new threat.
March 28 marked the 30th anniversary of former New York Governor Mario Cuomo
canceling electricity import contracts with Hydro-Quebec. The cancelation of these
contracts was a major victory for Indigenous communities and others who fought against
New York's procurement of hydropower from Canadian megadams—power which causes
human rights violations and environmental degradation.
This decision came on the heels of the 1990 Cree and Inuit Odeyak Voyage to New
York to protest against the Great Whale megadam which would have displaced Indigenous
Peoples and had significant negative impacts on the environment.
According to Cuomo, his decision was based on economic grounds. New York officials
calculated that importing Hydro-Quebec electricity would have been more expensive for
residents than relying on conservation and other energy sources.
Now, we need to stop another destructive project— the Blackstone hydropower
transmission corridor from Quebec to Queens, aka Champlain Hudson Power Express.
(For more on the environmental impacts, click here.)
As it did 30 years ago, New York should reject importing destructive hydropower from
https://mailchi.mp/c8aa4ec0d824/spring-2022-newsletter
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climate, with questionable benefit to New York residents.

Update on Champlain Hudson Power Express
Efforts to block construction of the Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE)
transmission corridor from Quebec to New York City suffered a major setback on April 14
when the NYS Public Service Commission (PSC) voted 5-2 to approve ratepayer subsidies
for the $4 billion, 339-mile, 1250 megawatt project. Simultaneously approved was the New
York Power Authority's (NYPA) instate Clean Path NY project.
Two days after her hand-picked lieutenant governor resigned following his arrest on
federal corruption charges, New York's Governor, Kathy Hochul, and her commissioners,
issued a news release congratulating themselves for their brilliance, while falsely asserting
CHPE's questionable benefits and ignoring its defects.
"New York continues to lead the nation with innovative green initiatives and has been
an example to the rest of the world how to confront the perils of climate change,” wrote
Hochul.
There’s no mention in the new release about how the CHPE installation could damage
over 100 miles of the Hudson River. CHPE could also lead Hydro Quebec to constructing
additional river-wrecking power stations (dams) with substantial greenhouse gas-emitting
reservoirs and additional transmission corridors to flow electricity into New York and New
England. Also unmentioned is that New York has many electricity options that are
economically and environmentally better than CHPE.
Missing too were the social and cultural impacts on those living in megadam regions.
Indigenous leaders in Canada have urged CHPE’s rejection.
CHPE approval is a giveaway, with big financial benefits to its owners, Blackstone,
a private equity corporation worth a quarter-trillion dollars. Among its assets are hundreds
of thousands of homes around the world. Three years ago, United Nations rapporteur
Leilani Farha and colleague, Surya Deva, published letters accusing Blackstone and its
subsidiaries of massively inflating rents, imposing heavy fines, undertaking aggressive
evictions, and shrinking the market of affordable housing.
If constructed, New Yorkers will pay an electricity surcharge, wealth will be exported to
Canada, and very few jobs will be created in NY. CHPE would have no impact on the filthy
NYC peaker plants CHPE is touted to replace. Those plants are scheduled to be closed
as a result of a joint initiative between NYPA and NYC environmental justice
organizations.
If construction on CHPE begins, we expect resistance to the project to grow. Large
numbers of New Yorkers who live near and care deeply about the Hudson River
(but might not have been well informed of CHPE), will become aware, and hopefully rise
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Site C Dam site at Fort St. John. Photo by Jason Woodhead.

Site C Update
Work on the over-budget and behind-schedule Site C dam project continues on the Peace
River in northern British Columbia (BC). The latest report on the project was recently
released by BC Hydro.
Basically, this is BC's project report card through the end of 2021. BC Hydro uses a
dashboard system to report on the project status, and by their own judgement, things are
not looking good.
In the dashboard, BC Hydro has classified the overall health of the project as amber, or
at moderate risk. The report states; “The project is more than 55 per cent complete;
however, there are still potential significant risks remaining.”
As reported many times, there is no proper bedrock at this dam location, and
construction is taking place on top of old mud that is now shale. Therefore, it wasn’t
surprising when it was revealed some time ago that the foundation under the partially built
powerhouse and spillway was moving. Here’s how the report explains it:
“Data from geotechnical instrumentation for the Site C Project has indicated that the
right bank foundation has lower strengths and stability than anticipated in the original
design, and that remedial measures are required.
https://mailchi.mp/c8aa4ec0d824/spring-2022-newsletter
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Hydro has concluded that the subsurface movements, and related potential instabilities,
that have been identified on the right bank pose undue risks. Certain foundation
enhancements have been proposed by the project team to address these
risks.” (Document page198.)
By enhancements, they are referring to the drilling of 98 large pilings through the
expensive roller compacted concrete already in place. However, this fix is still somewhat
uncertain as noted on page 198 of the report, which states; “…several details still need to
be addressed in the analysis and design.”
It’s very evident that this is a very troubled project with ongoing geotechnical
challenges.

Other news from British Columbia
The much-anticipated trial that was to begin this past March for the treaty infringement civil
claim by West Moberly First Nations has been adjourned while the parties engage in
confidential discussions seeking to settle. Should those talks fail it’s anticipated that
litigation would continue.
Meanwhile, the destruction of 120 km of Peace River Valley and tributaries continued
this past winter with clearing and burning of brush piles. Most of the valley is now showing
a stark ‘bath tub ring’ of the future reservoir level.
This $16 billion boondoggle is one more glaring example of why large-scale hydro is not
a solution to climate change or any future additional need for electricity.

-Ken Boon

Your support protects rivers and their communities!
We are thrilled about our recent successes, especially in working to stop the New England
Clean Energy Connect (Central Maine Power’s transmission corridor) from tearing through
forests in Maine to deliver dirty Canadian hydropower to Massachusetts.
In November, an overwhelming majority (60 percent) of Maine voters rejected the CMP
corridor and Canadian hydropower (For more, see story at top of the page).
Many thanks to the hard work from members of our alliance and other allied organizations
including Say NO to NECEC, Sierra Club Maine, Natural Resources Council of Maine,
Appalachian Mountain Club, and others.
https://mailchi.mp/c8aa4ec0d824/spring-2022-newsletter
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Conference.
Your support will allow us to continue the fight against destructive megadams, protect our
rivers, and promote true energy solutions for addressing the climate crisis.
Please donate online or by check (be sure to put NAMRA in the memo) and mail to:
Save The Colorado
PO Box 1066
Fort Collins, CO 80522
Thank you.

TAKE ACTION
NAMRA is a volunteer-led organization. We rely on your support. Please
consider donating to our important work.
And please sign and share NAMRA's petition calling on leaders throughout the
Northeast U.S. to reject dirty Canadian hydropower.
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