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Protecting rivers and their communities by resisting megadams and their associated
hydroelectric transmission corridors.

www.northeastmegadamresistance.org

Summer 2022 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/6282ebc1fd01/summer-2022-newsletter

1/9

8/30/22, 12:13 PM

Subscribe

Summer 2022 Newsletter

Past Issues

Translate

A Setback for the Champlain Hudson Power Express
Developers withdraw application for $120.3 million in tax breaks.
Developers for the Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE), which would bring dirty
Canadian hydropower from Quebec to New York, have withdrawn the project's
application to the Dutchess County Industrial Development Agency for $120.3 million in tax
breaks. The tax breaks were in regard to the installation of a 1,250-megawatt electric
transmission line along 31 miles of county shoreline under the Hudson River.
This withdrawal was met with a sense of relief from the Hudson 7—seven communities
that get their drinking water from the river.
Rhinebeck village Mayor Gary Bassett, chair of Hudson 7, said the company should not
be given tax breaks for a project that does not provide assurances that drinking water
systems will not be harmed.
Laying the CHPE cables under the Hudson River will involve jet-plowing, dredging, and
other processes that could harm water quality and stir up legacy pollutants at the bottom of
the river. In 2020, the Hudson 7 sent a letter to the New York Public Service Commission
expressing their concerns about the “construction related risks the Champlain Hudson
Power Express, proposed by Transmission Developers Inc., poses to our drinking water
supplies in the Mid-Hudson Valley.”
The Center for Biological Diversity also sent a letter in 2020 to the New York Public
Service Commission warning of CHPE’s potential environmental impact on endangered
Atlantic sturgeon and First Nations in Canada.
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“This misguided attempt to bring Canadian hydropower to New York would devastate
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critical habitat for endangered Atlantic sturgeon in the Hudson River,” said Jared Margolis,
a senior attorney at the Center for Biological Diversity. “New York can’t bury its head in the
sand and pretend that this is a ‘clean’ energy project. This project will have a huge impact,
not only to endangered species in the Hudson but to Indigenous communities in Canada,
without providing significant climate benefits.”
Bottom line—the project is an environmental disaster for the Hudson River, its
ecosystems, and the hundreds of thousands of people reliant upon the river for drinking
water.

Recognizing the Importance of Indigenous Peoples
They protect more than 80 percent of global biodiversity
August 9, 2022 marked the International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples, a day to
remind us of the importance of protecting the rights and territories of Indigenous peoples.
Even though Indigenous peoples now comprise less than five percent of the world's
population, they protect more than 80 percent of global biodiversity.
Misguided climate solutions, such as hydroelectricity, disproportionately impact
Indigenous peoples and their ways of life. Billions of people around the world depend on
healthy and free flowing river systems for food, culture, water, transportation, and more.
When dams are constructed on rivers, it can mean a death sentence for the ecosystems
and communities dependent on them.
https://mailchi.mp/6282ebc1fd01/summer-2022-newsletter

3/9

8/30/22, 12:13 PM

Subscribe

Summer 2022 Newsletter

Collectively, the world's dams are estimated to have displaced 40-80 million people.
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That isn't climate justice, it's environmental racism. In the United States, governors,
policymakers, and regulators throughout the Northeast region continue to pursue Canadian
hydropower to fuel their states' energy demand. Relying on Indigenous communities to the
north to serve as a battery for out of control electricity demand is wrong and unjust on
every level.
Click here to learn more and get involved in the fight against the greenwashing of
Canadian hydroelectricity.
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Elizabeth "Maggie" Dana, Chief of the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Sipayik, was among
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those signing the statement of cooperation to restore the St. Croix (Schoodic) River.
(Photo by Murray Carpenter of Maine Public.)

New Agreement aims to Restore/Protect the
St. Croix (Schoodic) River
The Passamaquoddy Tribes enter into a cooperative agreement with the
state of Maine and other government agencies.
The state of Maine, numerous government agencies, and the Passamaquoddy
tribes recently signed an agreement to restore and protect the St. Croix River. The river
flows through the homeland of the Passamaquoddy and has been vital for the tribe's travel
and its sustenance. As Passamaquoddy tribal chief Maggie Dana noted, the river is at the
very heart of the tribe's culture.
While fish were once abundant on the river, a series of dams built in the 1800s blocked
the fish from their spawning grounds. Additional problems occurred in the 1990s when
fishways on two dams were closed.
Once the Milltown Dam (located between Calais and St. Stephens) is removed and
fishways are improved upriver at the Grand Falls and Woodland dams, a great many
more fish are expected to pass up the river.
Sean Ledwin of Maine's Department of Marine Resources told Maine Public's Murray
Carpenter that the run of alewives and blueback herring could become internationally
significant.
"Just those three projects coming on, you could certainly see the biggest river herring
run in the world,” Ledwin said.
Information from an article by Maine Public.
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Appeal Filed Against Decision to Allow Transmission
Corridor Through Maine to Move Ahead
Meanwhile, a Maine Supreme Judicial Court decision on the fate of the
New England Clean Energy Connect (NECEC) is expected anytime.
On August 22, business owners, the towns of Carton and West Forks, and Say NO to
NECEC's citizen interveners filed an appeal of the Board of Environmental Protection's
(BEP) July 2022 decision to allow NECEC to move ahead with the Department of
Environmental Protection permit.
The filing was submitted to the Kennebec County Superior Court on the grounds that
the BEP refused to apply the new law, passed through referendum by a large majority of
Maine voters, when making this determination.
“Despite clear deficiencies in the record on several issues, acknowledged by the
Board, the Board didn’t want to take the time to hold a public hearing,” explained Say NO
to NECEC attorney Elizabeth Boepple. “It’s very disappointing that the time it would take to
do so weighed more heavily in the Board’s decision than getting more information that
would show why the permits did not adequately protect Maine’s environment. It is even
more disappointing that the Board’s action in denying the appeal fails to recognize that the
law has changed. The citizens of Maine in their overwhelming referendum vote made a
project like this unlawful.”
Meanwhile, the citizens of Maine wait for two rulings from the Maine Supreme Judicial
Court (The Law Court) involving the constitutionality of last November's citizen's
referendum and the public lands case. The DEP permit remains under suspension and two
federal appeals of the Army Corps of Engineers and Presidential permit are still in review.
(information provided by Say No to NECEC.)
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Site C Dam site at Fort St. John (photo by Jason Woodhead).

West Moberly First Nation Settles Site C Dam Claim
But they will continue to seek redress for negative impacts on their lands.
West Moberly First Nation has entered into a partial settlement agreement with the
Province of British Columbia, BC Hydro, and Canada in regard to their Site C Dam civil
claim.
The construction of Site C has progressed to a point where it is unlikely that any judge
would order the dam dismantled. Because of this, West Moberly reluctantly agreed to settle
the portion of their case related to the Site C Project.
“The decision to settle this part of the court case was taken with a heavy heart and with
serious considerations of the best interests of our community,” stated Chief Roland Willson.
“Our focus now turns towards efforts to heal what remains of our land, to heal our people,
and to protect our way of life in the face of all the resource development in Treaty No. 8
territory.”
That decision was made at the end of a ten-year struggle in which West Moberly’s
community has consistently chosen to fight for their rights and culture. That’s meant tough
choices for the Nation, including forgoing economic and financial benefits, such as refusing
construction and procurement contracts on Site C, worth over $100 million.
West Moberly’s fight is far from over. The rest of their civil claim focuses on the
damage caused by the other two Peace River dams that were constructed without the
Nation’s consent. In negotiations with the province, the Nation will be arguing that the
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W.A.C. Bennett and Peace Canyon dams have resulted in major negative impacts on the
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land and wildlife in their territory. They will be seeking redress for those impacts.
The trial has been paused, but the legal action is not terminated. If it turns out that BC
is not negotiating in good faith, the Nation still has the option to resume litigation.
Click here to read West Moberly First Nation’s statement about the settlement.

Protecting the World's Rivers
Dams and climate change are among the most significant threats. Help us
fight against them.
The fight to save our climate and ensure a habitable world for future generations is
inextricably linked with the fight to protect our rivers. Rivers are the arteries of our planet
and provide Earth with carbon sequestration, nutrients transportation, and biodiversity. Just
consider this: Earth’s rivers transport 200 million tons of carbon to the ocean every year.
Free-flowing rivers are also vital in supporting local economies and serve as a
significant source of food, water, transportation, and culture for billions of people around
the world.
But our rivers face serious threats.
Among the most significant of those threats are dams. Sixty percent of the world’s major
rivers have been dammed, with the remaining free-flowing rivers concentrated in the
Amazon and Congo basins. Dams increase evaporation, cause biodiversity loss, change
weather patterns, dry up carbon sinks, prevent migrations, erode riverbeds, emit
greenhouse gasses, and often negatively impact and displace Indigenous communities.
Pollution, water use, and climate change also threaten the survival of the world's rivers.
Climate solutions must restore biodiversity, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and bring
justice to communities disproportionately impacted by the climate crisis. Hydropower does
the opposite of these things.
Visit our website to learn more about how you can get involved and support our efforts.
Join us in opposing the use of rivers for electricity!

TAKE ACTION
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NAMRA is a volunteer-led organization. We rely on your support. Please
consider donating to our important work.
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And please sign and share NAMRA's petition calling on leaders throughout the
Northeast U.S. to reject dirty Canadian hydropower.
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